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| Remownedly Learned and Reverend 
GILBERT BURNET, D.D. 
Lord Bisnor of SARUM. 
Reverend Sir, 


\ M7 Zealt for this preſent G overnment, \ (the 
NN $  happreft Change that ever Nation was 
bleft with,) and my Trouble to ſee fome 


 nemalning \Scruptes, mbich (in djpight of all God's 


manifeſtations 10 us) | ſexe yet 10 diſturb our Tſra- 
&, have fs far tranſported me beyond the bounds 
of Modeſty, and made me forget my own Weakneſs, 
es te throft uporr yor this unworthy Pamphlet. = 
My" Forwardneſs \for "the Canſe' had wellnigh 
put weapon the printing of it withoat farther con- 
ſebr ations but npon fetond thoughts I judy d it ſa- 
fer' in- @ matter, of this weight, to conſult ſome of 
greater Learning: And" whilſt my thoughts were 
roving to find out ſome proper perſons, ( of which, 
upon ſeveral accounts, there are but few in this 
quanten of our World, attrafled with the fame of 
Tour Worth, and Learning, and the ſenſe of Your 
2 great 


Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
preat Aftings in our happy Change it ſelf, they 
ſeemed to bend to You-wards. And though a per- 
ſon of leſs Buſineſs, and leſs Note , might very 
well have ſerved to examine ſo pitiful a Piece, yet 
promiſing my ſelf. better uſage \ from. Tou , whoſe 
Candour muſt be anſwerable to Tour Greatneſs, than 
perhaps I might meet with from ſome: of leſſer note, 
I reſolved, however bold it might appear in me, to 
take this way. Accept therefore, Reverend Sir, 
this poor Piece, which however, rude it be, if it 
be but ſound I care not: And though it was wery 
fond of the journey, 10 come and preſent it ſelf to 
You, yet it will, upon the approach of ſo grave a 
C, enſure, ( methinks ) begin to tremble. And. if I 
be prevented by any other. who (.queſtionleſs) may 
doe it better, I am wery well pleaſed with the Ser- 
vice which ,may be done to my, Sovereigns by. it, 

and think, my ſelf ſufficiently rewarded for'my. poor 

Endeawours, that I had the Honour \ of expreſſing 
to. You my readineſ 5 in them. God preſerve You, 

Reverend Sir, and enrich his Church more, and 
more with ſuch noble. Parriots.. | 


DISCOURSE; 


SHEWING 1 
That it is Lawfull, and our Duty 


To (wear OBEDIENCE to 


KING Wilham. 


Notwithſtanding the Oath of ALLEGIANCE 
taken to the late King. 


Mong the many Scruples of Con- 1b 
ſcience, which have riſen from Will 
_ this turn of Times, the greateſt, WL 
in my opinion, and (I hope) the "m0 
laſt is this: Whether or no. 1t be | 


lawfull for toſc, who have ſworn Allegiance 
to the late King, to take this new Oath of Alle- 


g1ance to King William. 
B This 


[9] 


This 1s the great Scruple which, I find, can- 
not <afily be-ſhaken oft by-men even of greateſt 
Learning, and greateſt Integrity ; and if men 
could but once clear themſelves of this, Ihopc 
there will remain no farther cauſe of Scruplc. 


» 


And although I &Go not pretend to preſcribe 
Rulcs to others, who are wiſer and better than 
my fclt, yet what 1 here write for my own fa- 
tisfaction, may perhaps; be ſorcwhat ſatisfacto-. 
ry too to ſuch whoſe want of Icaſure, or other 
lets, may hinder them from making enquiry 
into the thing themſelves. | 


' Eirſt then, There are two preliminary Quelti- 
ons neceſſary to' be conſidered; in order to the 
rclolving this preſent Scruple. 


- Thefarſt: is, 'Wherher'or nol canbe ag lon- 
gcr: obliged to a man by Oath, or . 7 
when he himſelf is diveſted of that Power, in 
conſideration of which I was by Oath, . or other- 
wile, obliged to him ? And 1t 15 certain I can- 
not; i'The thing is ſo common, and clear, that 
it. needs not much Proving, there bing daily 
Inſtances of the thing : For though a man is ob- 

i; Iiged 
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[ 3] 
liged to a Lord of a Manour, a Magiſtrate, or 
Maſter, fo long as they arc ſuch, yet when 
they once ceaſe to be ſuch, and are ſuperſeded 
by Oaths, my Obligation, how ſtrong focver, 
doth then ceaſe, and I may a-new be obliged 


to the Succeeder. 


The next Queſtion 1s, Who is to be owned as 
ſupreme * He who was once our lawfull King, 
or he who by Force, or otherwiſe, hath dethro- 
ned this King, and 1s hiniſclt ſeated upon the 
Throne? ERC 


And 'in my op1onion, the laſt 1s fupreme; for 
the bearing of the Sword is ſo inſeparable from 
the ſupreme Power, that the very, Life of Sus 
premacy conſiſts in 1t ; and it 1s as improper to 
call him King who wants Power, asto call him 
a man, who wants Reaſon. 


A King 1s ſct over a Pcople by God, as his 
Vice-gerent, and cenducd with Power ſufficient 
to encourage and defend the righteous, and 
puniſh the wicked ; but when God takes from 
him all Power, ſo that he can neither doc 
the one, nor the other, How can he be called 

B 2 God's 


[. 4 ] 


God's Vice-gerent, and Supreme ? Is not he 
rather to be called fo, and to be look'd upon 
to be ſuch, upon whom God hath transferr'd 
this Power ? 


And as he who 1s lawfully ejected can no 
longer lay any Claim to that Eſtate out of 
which he 1s eje&ted, but he 1s to be owned as 
Lord, who 1s lawfully poffeſt of it ; fo when 
God, who hath the ſole Diſpoſal of Crowns, 
and mav give them to whom he pleaſes, doth 
diſpoſſeſs a King of a Crown,and puts another 1n 
his place,we are then to acquieſce. It's truc,whillt 
the thing 1s in diſpute, 1t1s the part of cyery hc- 
neſt man, to ſtand up for his King as much as 
he can, butwhen once the buſineſs 1s ended, and 
actuall Poſſcflion given, (which could never be 
without God's Fiat, who himſclf is the Judg 
of Kings, and putteth down cne, and ſetterh 
up another,) there 15 then no farther Appeal to 
be made, or Writ of Errour brought, unlets 
we think we arc higher than God, and have a 
better Right to diſpoſe of Crowns then he; we 
are therefore to own him as ſupreme, whom 
God hath ſer up, and not obſlinately co ſtand 
out for him who is actualiy difpoſleſt. 

Again : 


[5] 


Again : Since the Tribute, and Revenues of 
a Crown are the Stipend of God, (if I may 
call it fo,) appropriated by God to the ſupreme 
Powers, as his Miniſters, it being neceſſary for 
the ſupport of their Grandeur, and Carrying 
on of their Buſineſs, and therefore, St. Pau! 
ſaith, They are God's Miniſters attending con- 
tinually upon this very thing: When then this 
Tribute is quite taken from one, and given to 
another, ſo that it is impoſſible for him from 
whom it 1s taken to appear any longer as the 
Miniſter of God, and carry on his Buſineſs,God 
then ſeems to me to have actually diſcharged 
ſuch an one from his Service, and to havepitche 


upon the other to be his Miniſter, to whom the. 


Tribute 1s paid : And therefore it ſeems clear 


to me, that he 1s to be owned as Supreme, and. 


God's Miniſter, who actually potlcflcth the 
Throne, and the Appurtenances thereot; and not 
he who was once King but 1s now diſpolleſt : 


As for that nice Diſtinction of a King de jure, 
and a King de fado, I look upon itto be a mere 
Chimera, and no way practicable. A mancan- 
not ſcryc two Maſters, as our Saviour faith : 
We muſt ſuppoſe this King de jureto be a Kung, 
an 


[6] 
and if he be a King, he muſt beacknowledged 


for ſach, and have all theHonour- and ScryIce 
paid him: which' is due to:4 King. 


Again: The King de fafto muſt be acknow- 
edged too to be a King, and being fo, muſt 
be.honoured and ſerved as a King; now what 
can a man doe 1n this caſe ? If he ſerve the one 
he muſt neglect the other, 1f he cleave to the 
one, he muſt forſake: the other ; he cannot 
ſerve them both, they bothlaying Claim to the 
ſame' Services. Since then it 1s impoflible to 
ſerve them both, there can be no ſuch thing in 
Nature as two Kings, a King de jure, and a 
King de fato; tor we know that Nature de- 
ſigns. an End to all her Actions, bur there can 
be:no: fach Action: where the End is impoſſible : 
The Query is then, Since there muft be but 
one King, which of the two is he > The King 


de jure, or the King de faffo* Ir 1s certain the 
laſt 1s he. 


My Argumentis this : Aﬀairs cannot be ma- 
naged by. Fancy, and-Suppoſitions ; there muſt 
be acting in the caſe : Now a King de jare is 
only ant empty Title, andcannor act, "the whole 

= Power 


= 
Party 
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Power of Acting being 1n the: King de fofo ; 
and therefore unleſs you think you. can Jliveup- 
on mere Notions, you mult of neceſſity :have 
rccourlc to the King de fatto, and own him as 


Supreme, fince he 1s only 1 na Capacity to 
act. 


And whereas 1t 1s ſaid, That the Crowncan- 
not be fortened, and that therefore a King 
whilſt he hives canncver ceaſe to be King ; | Once 
King, and allways Iſing. To this I anſwer : 
Grant that it cannot legally be forfeited, and 
that though the Law obliges the King, yet it 
cannot ptniſb him ; - and that the Law hath. ſo 
fenced aboutthe Perſons of Kings, that it is1m- 
poſſible in the ſenſe of.the Law, tor aKingup- 
on any Treſpaſs whatever. to forfeit his Crown; 
and that there 15 no Subjcet can offer any Vio- 
lence, or attempt any. thing againſt the Prero- 
gativc or Pcrſon of the King, bur at the ſame 


time he becomes a Treſpaſſer of the Law, and. 


by thc Law is puniſhable ; gran all. this -I ſay; 
that. the Laws of, the Land: do, as muchas they 


can, ſecure the Right of Donmion in the Per- 


{on of a King, and his Succcſlors, fo that as far 


as. they can make hign, he 15 King de jure ; yet 
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[8] 
jure they can never make him ſo abſolute, but 
that God hath till a Right above him, and Po- 
wer to depoſe him ; and whenever he doth i Ir, 
the Right, and Power, which were by Law de- 
riv'd, or ſecur'd to thar King, mult then ceaſc, 
and be null : And therefore (in my opinion) 
let ſuch a King, and his Abetters pretend 
to what they will, and lay Claim to the 
Crown as much as they pleaſe, by virtue 
of this and the other Conſtitution of Go- 
vernment, yer ſuch Claim 1s quite out of 
doors, when there is another King de fatto ; 
and the King de fatto 15 King de jure, and claims 
under a far greater Right ; for it 18 Fare divino 
that Kings reign, but it 18 only Jure humano that 
they arc hereditary, or eleEtive, that there 
is this or the other ſortof Government. Itiscer- 
tain therefore, that though it be granted, that 
te Crown cannot legally be forfeited, yer it 
may be otherwiſc loſt, and ſeized on; God may 
make a Forfeiture of it, and diſpoſe of it to whom 
he pleaſes ; otherwiſe there can be no Conque- 
rour in: the World can have any Right to the 
Crown, which he conquers. 


But 


[9] 


But you-will ſay, A Conqueror is one thing, 
and an Uſurper. is another ; you will own a 
Conquerour to be ſupreme, even when the 
conquered: King: is Iwingz bur you-wilt not 
own an Uſiryer ro be (o : And thus (I-know ) 


many will talk; bur {1f I may beſo bold as io 


fay.fo) its juſt at random; never/knowing;not 
weighing whatRcaſon theremay befor the/one 
morcthan thc. other :. Buc/I:am' refolved; with 
the little Wit I have; - to': pauſe upon things 
better, before. I ſwallow them down ſo incon- 
fiderately. Let us | then ! compare the / Con+ 
qucrour and Uſurper together,and ze wherein 
the- Exccllency of the one lies above the 
other. | [Eh 


. And firſt then, «Grant that ſome'-'Conque- 
rours have at firſt been on the defenfive 1ide, 
and have had juſt Cauſe of War, yet they 
were not ſo-julſt to giye over, i when they have 
got ſufficienc. Reparations ; but being - hear- 
tcened: with Succeſs, would admit of no Terms, 
bur wene! ſtil} on, "til-thcy: had rum'd ther 
nighbouring Prince : This (I am ſure) was 
ncither juſt, nor lawtull ; and yet, being Con- 
querours, their Supremacy 1s owned: But 

C where 


[To ]! 
where there 15-one who at firſt hath had juſt 
Cauſe of War, there:are:many of them for 
this one. who had not, but invaded thei? 
Ntghbours-pugely out.of Ambition, and ade> 


fre to'cnlarge. their Dorainions» This ſurely 


was unjuſt, ' and yet their Supremacy is owned. 
I.ask then, :What.1s the cauſe why we may 
lawfully-own! their Supremacy 2: Is it the un- 
lawfullneſsof: their Wat >Noſarc ;\thart cannot 
be it. What can it be then?} Truly nothing 
dlſe, but becauſe they prov'di victoriaus, and 
poſſeſt themelves)of the:Throns.i Now then, 
if a Conqueronrzsto: be owned as/Supreme. be- 
cauſe he 1s poſleſt. of the Throne, though his 
War was illegal; I ask&k, Why an Uſurper 1s 
not to be owned as Supreme, when poſlcſt of 
the. Throng,though he too game 1IIcgally. to 
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- It's trye,, you may. fay, you louk not upon 
an allegal War to be. fo, heinous as: Rebellion ; 
1: grantiacy; but VEL I-look pan them both 
18r'þe, anlawtill. Mains of coming. to a 


o p 

* } 'T : AIST 4 
COW.) DD ziiÞT £3014 
; i; / {The 


TID P DOMiO0 
. 4 =, . # Ha - 


] 
we] 


$4 


Bak 

'The truthiof it 8,” 'tholy kr: the Lord cnt 
not be: the Authour' of theiByil:of Sin)'yethe 
is the Authour of the Eviliof Punikthent! Car 
there be evil inthe City, (ſaith © Amos,) aut the 
Lord hath'morideaeit 3 And /Godlirrwhoſs Pow! 
cr-alone'it(is'to ptuniſy Kings; may:;plitiiſhthetn! 


as well by the Handof a Rebel:avan Invader We: 


haveſo rhanymſtances ofthis;andthoſeb elear- 
ly awned by. God tooy thatitilisnot tobe quies? 
ſtioned!;-ant he: hath too”as clearly. owned? 
theſo very men- to be fer up: byibing, | and 'to- 
be his Kings, who (though they /had no' food 
defign of their: own in ir) 2were yct'defigned' 
by him, ' for the:: Puniſhment. of thoſ otticr” 
Kings whom they diſpoſſeſt. And when'they 
are thus ſet up, ſurely they are Supreme, and 
are to be owned asſuch;. unleſs)we will prove 
ez and fight againſt' God, And thete- 
fore; if wetarft haye:recourle ro-exaniples: ta- 
ken - out: of the Scriptures/ ob the Old Telta- 
ment, we ſhall find, that though Rebells-(for 


ſuch theyr:were;': wheh) thev:did-itrwithour a / 


ſpecial Gonanaſſion!: from(God) did=riſe/up, 

and kill their Kings, :andipoſſefs'their:Thrones, 

that the:Pcople: were :yet! ſubject unto; them ; 

and. they are. liſted an Won Kings, 
. 2 an 


[1a]; 
and-chein Reibng] Kt down as Kings.1n the {a- 


exed-Croniele;biwn fits true) with: the infamous 


addition,.tob.;.of *ht /'Treafon ' which they 
wrought. ..And [when iti pleaſed 'God' that 
theyſhoultlybeiſery'd in the fame; kind; yer (of. 
ſo fadtiffingra nature 1s:ithe Enjoyment of 
the/Grown): : eveni-..the perſons of thoſe Ulur- 

pers. were: by it accounted fo ſacred, that even 

they; who :xebelled-agamnſb them, following: 
their ;exarhpld,, arcþy the:Holy|Ghoſt/bran:! 
dcd for, Traitors; and puniſh'd: accordingly. I 
ſhall for brevity fake] ;reterr you tothe Scri- 

pture.:1t {clf, - where you: ſhall) find! Examplcs 
ofthis in-aany,3::t not io imeſt of; the: Kings 
of Iſhrarbiln Lint Ho wols fo | 


But co decal fairly, as one who 1s: not wed- 
dcd-, to ' his opinion; but. defires to inform ' 
and be,'infarmad, there 1s oneariſtance among(it 
the'Kings'of [ſael- which ſeems/ ito: make a- 
gainſt me; and it 1s that of Zimri, who 
killed Efahand was himſelf within fevendays kil- 
led: by.:0-7i,, whom: all:: the People: of Tſrael 
aſhſted, ; But we-pouſt confidery! that: he/was: 
not.ſcated wpon.the Throne of the: Kingdom, 
but:: xcigned.. only Lin one. 'City', namcly; 

oy i Tirzah, 


. 


6, 
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Tirzah, all the reſt C the Kingdom difow- 


ning him. 


But there 1s another Example amengſ the. 
Kings of Judah, which ſeems to make much 
more againſt me, and to be the yery Caſe in 
hand. Arthaliah, the Queen-Mother, her 
Son Ahaziah, King of Fudah, being dead, a- 
roſe, and deſtroyed all the Seed Royal, and 
polleſt her ſelf of the Throne, and reigried 
ſeven Years, (a conſiderable time to have en- 
ded all Diſputes, if the Caſe had not been'ex-- 
traordinary ;) Jehoſhebah, his Aunt, having: 
faved Joaſh ; the only '-Son of Abaziah that 
was left unkill'd,; hid him all that' time ;' arid 
then Zehojadah- the Pricſt acquainting thechicf 
Officers with it, brought him forth, where, 
with an unanimous conſent, he was forthwith 
proclaim'd ; with the ſhours of which procla- 
mation, Atbaliah being allarm'd, and incenſed, 
runs into the Temple, and ſeeing the young” 
Kingupon the Throne, doth therein her own- 
right, her ſelf beirig Herald, forthwith « pro 
claimthem Tranors;-crying,' Treaſon; "Treaſon; 
bur they were far, froth takifg notice: of 
any: thing of ai Clainy which ſhe made r6-the/ 

T1Te8 Crown, 
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Crown, -or.' of -her ' Aqcuſationiof Treaſon\ 
which ſhe laid againſt them, that, as: Zahoja- 


dah had before ordered it , ſhe was forth- 
with taken- out, 'and executed; And. certain- 


ly. either this inſtance or none: will'be-able to: 
make out, That 'Uſurpers, -when; ſeated: upon: 
the Throne, arc yet to be; depoſed, and the. 
King de jure only to be owned. And Ihavethe 


rather quoted{this inſtance, becauſe I expect 
1t may be inſtanced againſt me ; and there- 
fore reſolved throughly to-diſcuſs it; as well 
for. my own, as for the Satisfa&tion of others. 


But though it-ſcems to make fo much againſt 


mc, and though I have ſet it out- as-much as 
I could, to- the advantage of the: contrary 
Opinion , yet I ſhall now- ſhew wherein it 
=_ ſhort, or rather indeed makes. for my 
_ mm 1H, 


And firſt, If we conſider who: the. perſon 
was, who was the, main inſtrument | of this 
Change, i we ſhall find it to,be Zehojadah: the 
Prieſt, - and we muſt needs think, that he be- 
ing Jatisfied. that the Child was preſerved a- 
Iwe, would in this.grand Coneernconfultthe 
Oracle of God, to, which; he might; have: rc- 


courſe, 


{T! 
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courſe, -and: the conſaltmg of which was his 
Office. Again, -We have the grounds - up- 
on which he''and the People proceeded 'to 
this Change clearly fet down, 2. Chro. 23. 3. 
K was an Oracle delivered by God to David, 
that there ſhould allways be. a Male of his 
Seed, to fit upon his 'Throne; they therefore 
taking this Promuſe of God to David as an 
infallable Truth, and firiding acccordingly,that 
beyond-all expectations there was' a Malc 
Child preſery'd of that Line, - rhey therefore 
waving all other obligations, did ftick to this 
Divine Oracle: So that the Caſe 1s vaſtly dit- 
ferent from-any thing that could have hap- 
pened ſince, they then having God's ſpecial 
directions in the thing ; and this Child (as 
were all the Kings of Judah) being a King de 
jure indeed, but of fuch a jure, that never 
King in the World; ſince our Sh:/0h came, 


can lay claim to the -like ; for if 1t had been 
only ſuch a Fzs, as our Kings have to the 
Crown', they mightas well at firſt have ſtood 
up againſt the Uſurpreſs in behalf of Fehofbeba, 
to: whom (according to'the tentite of bare Suc- 


ceſlion) the Right of the Crown did dxyolvye, 


after the ſlaughter of hee'Nephews;* ' But'this 


tcy/ 


[ 16 |] 


they did not. And here. Jeſt I overſlipr it, I 
muſt .Chowcycr out of order) take notice of 
a,very remarkable Point, which. is this : That 
the People offer'd. not to tire © (which I ſhall 
preſently, prave). in defence! of the Succeſſion a- 
gainſt Athaliah, who was poſſeſt of the Throne; 
nay, . though Tehoſbeha, who by Succeſſion was - 
the right. Heireſs | to the Crown, was alive ;: 
And this may ſerve to. ſatisfy thoſe men, who 
are fo ſtiff, that they will not own the King 
de fatto, whilſt the. King de jure (as they term 
him) 1s alive. ; 


' And now 1 am to make out, that this 1n- 
ſtance makes more for, my opinion, than the 
POnerAry: 


Ir Is Ales} os Athaliab reigned all 
thoſe ſeyen. years, tUll;it came to lighe that the 
Child was preſerved ; and if ſhe reigned, it 
mul} be granted, - that, ſhe had the ſame Po- 
;wer, as well over Prieſt as Pcople, which the 
Kings: of Jadah had ; and we never rcad that 
Tebojadah, , or any other, were before diſobc- 
dient to Her, till. it was known thar. there was 


Aa MaleHer,. who; by the, particular dancer 
0 
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of God. was to rcign::.'>And.: it muſt be pre- 
ſxmed, that they: would: fill have. own'd her 
as . Supreme, / if this had not come to light, 
though ſhe came to the Crown/by moſt 1Ile- 
gal and Bloudy means;-.for' it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that Fehojadah knew any thing of the 
firſt hiding of theChild ; and therefore might 
from. the very tarit be difobedient to her ; for 
1t would have been unſafe to have conceal'd 


it fo long : And it cannot: be ſaid that he ex-. 


pected a .more fit time to publiſh it, when 
the Child ſhould be of diſcretion to govern ; 
for cven when he was crown'd, he was bur 
ſeven _ycars old, which (I am fure) are not 
years.of diſcretion : It follows therefore, that 
Fehojadah knew nothing of it ; and therefore 
nauſt be. preſum'd till then, to have liv'd in 


ſubjection to Arhaliah, as ſupreme. And now 


I leave it to the World to judg, whether this 
inſtance (however it nught ſeem ar firſt to 
make againit me) doth'not make more for 
me, than for thoſe who arc of a contrary 
Opinion. 


The next thing then tharc we muſt have 
recourſe to, 1s the Practice of the Primuiye 
D Chriſtians ; 


[13 ] 
Chriſtians 3, and+:I dare challenge any /man 
to tell me, which! of /them 1n all thoſe many 
Revolutons of Aﬀairs, whenthe--ſucceeding 
Emperours were: allways: by: indirect means 
ſupplanting their Predeceflors; Which of them 
(1 ſay) did ever deny Subje&tion to the Em- 
pcrour in being, however unlawtully he came 
to the Throne : Nay, : I ſhall give you an in- 
ſtance to the quite contrary. Philippaus Bardas 
was Emperour, and (1t we bcheve Euſebizs) 
was Baptiz'd, and a Chriſtian, and therefore 
muſt certainly be mughttly endear'd' to the 
Chriſtians, who never before had any Em-+ 
pcrour of their Perſuaſion, but. Empcrours 
who moſt of them did perſecute themin moſt 
crucl manner. Now certainly, the loſs of 
this Emperour would trouble. and- offend 
them, and render them (if ever): diſaffected 
two the Government of the ſucceeding Em- 
pcrour Decius, who deposd him, and mur- 
thered him ; yet for all this, fo far were they 
from diſowning the preſent Emperour, who 
yet came ſo unworthily to the Throne, that 
they thought it their duty to pray for him, 
and not only for him, - but afterwards for Gal- 
{zs, who fuccecded him, and was in. every 
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reſpe&t as bad ashe.'" He chaſed away (faih 
Dionyſins, Biſhop 'of Alexandria, in his'/Letterto / 


Hermammon) the Holy men which pray d for 
Peace, and his proſperous ſtate, and ſo toge- 
ther with them he baniſhed the Prayers 
continually poured unto God for 'bim.- - Eul: 
L770: T. 


And farcly we cannot ' think that thoſe un- 
daunted 'Champ1ons of Chriltiamity could, to 
ſave themſelves; be in the leaſt gwilty of any 
Flattery, or idle: Complement; no ſure; but 
this they did, being thereuntooblig'd by the 
Holy Scriptures, wherein we are commanded 
to pray:for Kings, 'that we may lead a quiet, 
and godly life under them; and ſurely we 
have ſtill greater reaſon to pray thus for the 
worſt: of Kings, becauſe they are in greateſt 
__ of being diſturbed, and di{turbing 
other. 


Andif indecd the Practice of thoſe primi- 
tive Chriſtians had been ſuch as to diſown 
their Authoriy, and ſeek to ' diſturb them, 
and yet at the fame time to pray for ther 


peaccable Reign, their Prayers, and Practice 


2 being 
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| being ſ@. diamettically oppetite, they would 
certainly have been laoktupon, (and rhat-juſt- 
ly wo) as:the worſt-of' men,” and no-way:to 
be truſted. VIS 


And though the blaſphemous Complement 
of Boniface to Phocus was more than Flattery, 
and aneſpouling of his barbarous way of acce(- 
ſion to the Crown; yet-1t he had only becn 
ſubject to him, and pray'd for hum, when 
ſeated upon the Imperial Throne, hehad done 
no more than all good Chriſtians then did, 
and nught lawfully doe. 

Honeſt St, Martin,.did ; nuych better, who! 
drinking to is Deacon,; and not to the Em- 
perour,lct him ſe; (though indeed roo haugh- 
ty, tartly, and publickly;;nor like'a Courter , 
nay, nor a prudent Biſhop, whoſe likeher way- 
to work upon the Emperour had becn. to. 
have reprov'd him deliberately, calmly, and 
privately, this qther being the ready way to 
have difoblig'd, and quite: loſt him) Ice him. 
ſce (I ay} that his. unjuſt way of coming to- 
the Crown was difpleaſing to God, and did 


a&ferve his Fatherly Correption, and Penance. 
| Now 


[ 21] 
Now this was all that he: did; and this is that 
which eyery Ghoftly Father of a Kmg ought, 


Lancaſter and York about the Crown , did 
| hve peaceably under that King that was pol- 
feſt: of the Throne, to have been far the bet- 
cer'- Subje&t, and ' betxer Chriſtian, than he 
whoſe turbulent Spirit was ſtill for Changeand Wi! 
was the occaſion of ſo much War, and Bloud- Wi! 
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' 
and may doe, to admoriſh ' him of his ſins, | 
and yet at the ſame time own his Supremacy. 
| And I look upon him, who, m thoſe great | I! 
F Debates here in England berwixt thi Houſes of Wil! 
| 
| 


| 


F And thus T have made it out, that nor only | 
: a Conquerour, but an Uſurper 1sto be owned Wit. 
; a8 Supreme, and to'be fet up by God, when al 

poſſeſt of the Throne. 


But then the Query 1s, how far he muſt be 
pofleſt of the Throne, that we may acknow- ll! 
tedge him fer up by.God, and defiſt trom (8ſt 
any farther oppoſition. 


Tt: 
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Its truc, we have no ſuch Reyelations now 
as were in the times of the old Teſtament, 
and therefore may till be at a ſtand, when 
ſuch Kings are fully ſet up by God ; yer, if I 
may ſpend my weak judgment upon 1t, I look 
upon a King. to be thus ſet up, when the for- 
mcr King, and his Hers, being cither baniſh'd, 
kilf'd, or impriſon'd, the other 1s ſeated upon 
the Throne; and (o fat, cichcr for fear, or fa- 
vour, own 'd by the Nation, thatthere is whol- 
ly a Celfation of 'Arms, or'a very incon{idera- 
ble Oppolition made. 


Sd i God hath the fume Power {till 
(which to queſtion were Blaſphemy) to pull 
down. and ſet up, Kings whenhepleaſes; and 
yct, ſince we cannot expect. any Revelation 
from him, when he docs it ; cicher this Rule 
which I have here mentioned is theonly way 
to know it, or clſe I would gladly know what 
other Rule we have to know it by. 


But here 1 It will be objected, That if Poſle(- 
ſion gives Right, the Law muſt be quite; laid 
aſide; and he that hath the ſtrongeſt Arm 


will have the greateſt Right; and fo thus 
Doctrine 


[ 23 |] 
Doctrine will be an Inlct to all Oppreſſion and 
Violence. 


To this I anſwer, That grant a King can- 
not be puniſh'd, and diſpofleſt by due. courſe 
of Law, and that therefore God (1f I may fay 
ſo) 1s torc'd for the puniſhing and diſpoſſeſling 
of Kings to ule extraordinary mcans, which 
may tantamount to a Law; yet ſure the Law 
1s ſufficient to take cognifance of Subjects, to 
puniſh them, and redreſs their Grieyances one 
to another ; and therefore they need not, and 
ought not to take theſe extraordinary mecans, 
which God ſecs often fit only and necetlary 
for the puniſhing and diſpollefling of Kings. 


Bur of ſo intricate a nature 1s the Mattcr in 
hand, that I have ſcarce unravelled one doubr;, 
when preſently there ariſes another. 


At this rate (ſay you) even a good King 
(inſtance King Charles the Martyr) may be 
deſtroyed by an Uſurper, and yet the Uſurpcr 
15 not to be queſtioned, but own'd as Supreme : 
Certainly God never. intended to deitroy a 
good King ſo; and. therc{arc. it an Uſurper 
acitroy 
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deſtroy ſuch a King, he cannot be of God's 


ſetting up, and therefore is not to be owned 


as Supreme. b 
To this I anſwer, That I cannot withour 
ſorrow reflect upon the horrid Murther of 
that gracious Monarch,a Prince of unſpotted In- 
tegrity,who was certainly the beſt of Kings,who 
for his Picty of Life might rid with the (triCt- 
cſt Votarics, and for the manner of his Death, 
with the moſt famed Martyrs; and fo far 
was he from bringing a Curſc either upon the 
Nation, or himſelf, by any Sin of his own , 
that if cyer the Goodneſs of a King could at- 
tone for the Sins of his People, his certainly 
could have done it. But it 1s not allways the 
{in of a King, which 1isthe cauſe of ſuch Over- 
turnings, but very often indeed the ins of the 
People ; though (God knows) we are too apt 
to lay the blame off our ſelves, and flander 
the Lord's anointed. *. And-. this happens ac- 
cording to Samuel's Menace to the People ; 
that if they ſhould doe wickedly, they ſhould 
be dcſtroy'd both they, and their King. God 
1s many times pleaſed for the Puniſhment of a 
{infull People ro remoye good Kings _ 
them, 
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them; and; to ſet Tyrants in their Place; and 
then even thoſe Tyrants are of God's ſetting 
up, and arc therefore to be owned as Su- 
preme, and obey'd, as long as God pleaſes to. 
continue them over us. 


But here I am afreſh aflaulted with another 
Objection, ſohard it is to ſtrugglethrough this 
dithcult Caſe : What ! (ſay you) God is plea- 
{cd to work by Means, . (Miracles are now 
ccaſed; ) and therefore, if we ourſclycs put 
not to our Hands, to pull down ſuch Uſurpers, 
but fondly own them. ſtill to be Supreme, and 
therefore not to be reliſted, we may 
long look before we be delivered, and 
perhaps may offend God by ſlipping thoſe 
Opportunities, which may ſeem for that pur- 
poſe to be put into our Hands. 


But to this I anſwer, That God, who hath 
the Power of Lite and Death, 1s not fo unpre- 


. pard of Inſtruments of Death, as for want of 


others, to:make allways uſe of one. He hath 
a ſtore. houſe (as LE may ſay) of Accidents, and 
Diſeaſes, out of which he may chuſe any one 
ſufficient to put a Period to the days of the 

E greateſt 
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greateſt Monarch z; he can kill 'a King as 
foon by a Fever, as ſuffer a Rebel to kall 
him : And therefore though David knew that 
Saul was to be unking'd; nay, and that he 
too was to ſucceed, yet fo far was he from be- 
ing of Ab:i/bai's Opimon, that then was the 
opportunity to kill him, and that then God. 
had. delivered him into his hands, when they 
found him aſleep, with the Spear athis Head, 
ſo far (I fay) was he from being of his Opi- 
nion, and taking this apportunity, that he 
would neither dae it hunſelf, nor fuffer him 
to doc it; but pioufly, and prudently, told 
Abiſbai, that God had meansof his own to doe 
it þy, and needed not tobe beholden to them 
to doe it þy fuch illegal Means; and therefore 
they were ta expect his leaſure.. As the Lord 
liveth (ſaith he) the Lord ſball fraite hize, or 
his day ſhall come to dye, or he jhall deſcend into 
the Battet, and periſh. The Lord forbid that 
L ſhould firetch forth my hand againſt the 
Lord's Anointed ; and therefore let no Rebel 
thiak, that becauſe God hath a mind to put 
down a King, that. yet he ſhall be the leſs 
guiley, who: ftretcherh forth. Ius Hand to doe 


#. 
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And now I haye with what ſcrutiny I can 
diſcuſt theſe two Preliminary Queries : In the 
anſwering the firſt of which there was little 
difficulty, it being a generally receiv'd Maxim, 
and Warrantable by the daily Practice of all 
forts of People : The main Difficulty lies in 
the Second, which I think I have removed, to 
my own, if not to the ſatisfaction of others; 
and have made it out, both by Reaſons, and 
Examples, (and at the ſametime remoy'd all the 
Objections, that might make againſt it,) that he 
1s not King and Supreme, who was once King, 
bur is depos'd ; but he is Supreme, who 1s 
actually in Power, and poſlcſt of the Throne. 


And now let us take an eſtimate of our 
preſent Aﬀairs, by what hath been here ſaid. 


It is certain, never Prince had juſter Grounds 
of War, than this Prince had. 


Firſt, In reſpect of the true Religion which 


was groaning under the growing Tyranny of 


the Church of Rome : We had a King fo bi- 
gotted to Popery, that for it's Propagation, he 
queſtion'd not to break all that was moſt bin- 
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ding, all Promiſes of his own, and the Laws 
of the Land, which he ſwore to maintain ; 
ſo that he may very well be rank'd amongſt 
thoſe Kings, whoſe ſaying is, Let us break 
their bands aſunder, and caſt away. their Cards 
from us. But let me not Reflect too. much up- 
on a Pcrſon, who 1s yet upon ſeveral accounts 
to be reſpected by us, let us rather admire the 
Goovdneſs of God,. who hath ſent this Prince, 
as another Conſtantine, to deliver us from 
theſe impending ruines ; for we: may well 
ſay, If the Lord had not ſent us this Deliverer, 
they had ſwallowed us up alive, when they 
were ſo wrathfully diſpleaſed at us. 


Secondly, He had juſt Cauſe of War to-dc- 
fend his own Right, which the adverſe Par- 
ty labourcd to debar him of : There was lit- 
the good intended him, when Strangers, Pa- 
piſts, and Jeſuits, his profeſt Enemues were ſec 
ro manage Afﬀairs, and were acquainted with 
all the Intrigues of Court ;- and yet neither 
he, nor any for hun were in the leaſt concer- 
ned, or taken any notice of. And when their 
young Prince was to be born, - they did fo in- 
duitrioutly conceal all things from him, _ 
they 
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they might as well have ſent him word, that” 


they intended to cheat him. He had juſt 
Cauſe therefore to vindicate himſelf, and his 
Right, from the abuſes of ſuch inſolent Court- 
Paraſites, and [mpoſtors. And though it 1s 
true, - he could claim no right by way of Suc- 
ceſlidn, as long as his Father liv'd, yet, as a 
Foreign Prince, he nught ſeck ſatisfaction for 


the Afﬀront; which was putupon him, by ſuch 


underhand, and illegal Dealings. 


Thirdly, As the Cauſe of his War was jult, 
ſo the Succeſs was thercunto anſwerable: Ne- 
ver Prince was in an Undertaking more-appa- 
rently favour'd by Heaven. Butit wereneed- 
leſs for me to cnlarge upon all the happy Oc- 
curences of this Expedition, ſince the Learned 
Dr. Burnet, who was an Eyc-Witneſs of them 
all, hath- allready done it-1n his Sermon-, 
which 1s allmoſt in every man's hand, and 
theretore I refer you to it. 


This 1 will only fay, That never King came 


to a Crown with leſs Bloud-ſhed,; with greater 
Applauſe, and SatisfaCtion of the People : Ana 
therefore fince (as I haye made it appear) even 
t hoſe 


— a7 


& 24 
= Deng 02.3) 
rs .. PIERS" 


Tr gg wo ry En 47 —— 


AP DS. on Egon 


_— -<——_ 


= CE 


> 


Hm —_—_—_ __ ws 
_ » —— 1 . ay 
—_ cou nn, _ 
906-4 PEO oor WORN TIT magy Prove RR, Ys 


[ 30 ] 
thoſe who come ullegally ' to a Crown , are 
yet, when fully poſſeſt -of -1t, to be own'd as 
Supreme ; certainly King William, whoſe 
Cauſe of War was 1o juſt, and fo miracu- 
louſly - victorious, and whoſe Proclamation 
over the whole Kingdom was ſo joyous to 
all, that in all Places where it was read, it 
may very well be faid, The ſhout of a King 
was among them ; certianly (I ſay) he 1s Su- 
preme, he 1s of God's ſetting up. 


And then it muſt needs follow, that if he 
be Supreme , the late King 1s not; for there 
cannot be two Supremes : And then it will 
follow again, that the - Oath of Allegiance, 
and Supremacy, which we took to the other 
King, 1s now quite out of doors, all Supre- 
macy, which was the ground of theſe Oaths, 
being now quite loſt 1n the late King, 


And then laſtly, it will follow, That ſince 
King William 1s Supreme, we are in duty 
bound to pay him all that Honour, and Scr- 
yice, which 1s due. to a Supreme ; and then 
fince ſwearing of Allegiance hath allways 
been own'd as due to the-Supreme Powerfrom 


the 
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the Subject, 1t 1s our Duty, when put upon! 
it, to ſwear Allegiance to him too : And 
therefore (if I may be fo bold to fay fo) I look 
upon 1t as an Errour in any (to ſay no worſe 
of it) who refuſe to doe it: As for my own 
part, as I have allways been Obedient to my 
Supreme,. ſo I ſhall allways be Obedient to 
to King William, and Queen Mary, whoſe 


Supremacy oyer us I pray God long to con- 
tinue, 


